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HEDGEHOGS YR
	Topic for the Term
	Down Under 

	
	Hedgehogs are venturing Down Under to learn more about Australia, its fascinating animal species, the Great Barrier Reef and the First Peoples. 
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	Writing

	Children are:
· being reminded to use a tri-pod grip when holding a pencil or pen. 
· working on improving their letter formation and writing eligibility by including phonics, finger spaces and awareness of letter sizes.
· encouraged to write a phonetically plausible sentence with decreasing support as they grow in confidence.

	Phonics
	Children are:
· now applying their phonics knowledge more independently. 
· applying the ‘chunking’ method to confidently tackle longer words independently.
· learning new tricky words to read and spell by memory.  
· being introduced to suffixes like -ed, -ing and -est. 

	How you can help at home
	Keep reading to them and with them!  
Practise spelling phonetically plausible words and sentences
Practise letter formation and handwriting.
https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
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	Children will:
· be consolidating their number bonds to 5 and 10. 
· start learning number formation patterns for numbers to 20 and beyond. 
· confidently identify simple 2D and 3D shapes using learnt vocabulary (edges, faces and corners)
· learn their double facts.  
· sort numbers into odds and evens.
· learn the vocabulary used when ordering sequences (cardinality – 1st 2nd 3rd etc).

	How you can help at home
	To practise recalling number bonds, names of 2D and 3D shapes and odd and even numbers.
https://whiteroseeducation.com/parent-resources
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Social 
Emotional Development
	Children will:
· be encouraged to be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience, and perseverance in the face of challenge. 
· continue to engage and cooperative with each other with respect and kindness.
· learn what makes a good friend. 
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And Language

	We are continuing to build confident communicators.  
Children will:
· be encouraged to offer explanations for why things might happen, make predictions and ask thoughtful and relevant questions. 
· listen attentively to others and take turns when speaking.
· be encouraged to use ambitious and new vocabulary during lessons and in play. 
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Development
	Children will:
· be learning and playing different games in PE this term. 
· show they can navigate a space safely.
· take turns with others.
· play a game honestly and have respect for the rules.
· continue to enjoy forest school (hopefully in the sunshine!).
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Arts & Design

	Children will:
· study Aboriginal art methods and recreate this with printing techniques
· learn a variety of songs and rhymes related to Australia eg The Kookaburra Song.
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The World
	Children will:
· learn about animals that live in the Outback and Great Barrier Reef their diets and habitats. 
· explore maps and aerial images of Australia and compare these to the UK. 
· learn about the Aboriginals and their traditions including their art, music and cultural beliefs. EG The Uluru/Ayres Rock.

	Religious Education
	World Faith Stories
· Which stories are special and why?
· Making links and reviewing other religions and cultural celebrations 

	Enrichment Ideas
	· Is there an Australian animal your child takes an interest in? Could they find out more by visiting a zoo or watching a short video?

	Suggested Reading
	· Our home on wheels, Ashlee Spink & Jessica & Stephen Parry-Valentine
· Saved!!! Lucinda Gifford & Lydia Williams
· The koala who could, Jim Field & Rachel Bright
· Amazing animal tales: baby koala, Anne Rooney & Qu Lan
· One day on our blue planet … in the outback, Ella Bailey
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