
Varied Fluency 
Step 3: When Should You NOT Use An Apostrophe?

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 4: (4G5.8) Indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with 
plural nouns
English Year 4: (4G5.8) The grammatical difference between plural and possessive ²s
English Year 4: (4G5.8) ASRVWURSKHV WR PaUN SOXUaO SRVVHVVLRQ [IRU H[aPSOH, WKH JLUO·V 
QaPH, WKH JLUOV· QaPHV]

Differentiation: 

Developing Questions to support recognising correct use of apostrophes for contractions 
where one letter is omitted from one word and apostrophes for possession where the 
pronoun does not end in -s. Possessive pronouns include its, their, hers.
Expected Questions to support recognising correct use of apostrophes for contractions 
where one or more letters are omitted from one word and apostrophes for possession 
where the pronoun can end in -s. Possessive pronouns include theirs, ours, his, mine.
Greater Depth Questions to support recognising correct use of apostrophes for 
contractions where one or more letters are omitted from multiple words and apostrophes 
IRU SRVVHVVLRQ ZKHUH WZR SURQRXQV aUH XVHd (Ma[ aQd RXb\·V baOO). PRVVHVVLYH SURQRXQV 
include yours singular and yours plural.

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 
scheme of work.

Did you like this resource? DRQ·W IRUJHW WR review it on our website.
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When Should You NOT Use An 
Apostrophe?

1a. True or false? The apostrophe has 
been used correctly in the sentence 
below.

Dad aVNHd WKH cKLOdUHQ WR WLd\ WKHLU WR\·V 

up quickly.

1b. True or false? The apostrophe has 
been used correctly in the sentence 
below.

The coach wanted his team to win all of 

WKHLU JaPH·V WKLV VHaVRQ.

2a. The apostrophes in the words below 
have been used incorrectly. Rewrite the 
words correctly.

2b. The apostrophes in the words below 
have been used incorrectly. Rewrite the 
words correctly.

3a. Circle the apostrophes that have 
been used correctly in the sentences 
below.

TKH dRJ·V WUHaW·V ZHUH ZHOO KLddHQ.

M\ PXPV· IULHQd·V aUH NLQd WR PH VR I·P 
happy when they come round.

3b. Circle the apostrophes that have 
been used correctly in the sentences 
below.

OXU caUV· HQJLQH dRHVQ·W ZRUN bHcaXVH 
LW·V ZRUQ RXW.

TKH caW·V NLWWHQ·V aUH UHaOO\ cXWH.

4a. Underline the words where an 
apostrophe is used incorrectly in the 
sentences below.

I WKLQN LW·V cOaZV aUH WRR ORQJ aQd PLJKW 
need to be trimmed.

TKH cKLOdUHQ·V baJ·V aUH O\LQJ aOO RYHU WKH 
floor.

AUHQ·W ZH XVLQJ RXU aUPbaQd·V LQ WKH SRRO 
today?

4b. Underline the words where an 
apostrophe is used incorrectly in the 
sentences below.

EdXcaWLRQ·V WKH Za\ WR a bHWWHU IXWXUH, VR 
ZHU·H JRLQJ WR ZRUN YHU\ KaUd.

TKH NLWWHQ cU\·V ZKHQ KH ZaQW·V WR bH IHd 
by his mum.

TKH bLUd IO\·V VRXWK LQ WKH ZLQWHU ZKHUH WKH 
ZHaWKHU·V ZaUPHU.

D

D

D

D

VF VF

VF VF

VF VF

VF VF

D

D

D

D

classroomsecrets.co.uk
Varied Fluency ² When Should You NOT Use An Apostrophe? ² Year 4 Developing

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2018

dULQN·V

WKHLU·V

baQaQa·V

Lucys·

dLd·QW

Zains·

KHU·V

PHaO·V
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5a. True or false? The apostrophe has 
been used correctly in the sentence 
below.

´MROO\, SOHaVH ZLOO \RX cROOHcW WKH 

SHQcLO·V?µ aVNHd WKH WHacKHU.

5b. True or false? The apostrophe has 
been used correctly in the sentence 
below.

´Ma\ I KaYH VRPH JUaSH·V, SOHaVH?µ 

asked Mohammed.

6a. The apostrophes in the words below 
have been used incorrectly. Rewrite the 
words correctly.

6b. The apostrophes in the words below 
have been used incorrectly. Rewrite the 
words correctly.

7a. Circle the apostrophes that have 
been used correctly in the sentences 
below.

TKH cRZ·V caOYH·V aUH YHU\ cXWH.

TKH WHacKHUV· SHQ ZRXOd·QW ZRUN 
bHcaXVH LW·d UXQ RXW.

7b. Circle the apostrophes that have 
been used correctly in the sentences 
below.

M\ VLVWHU·V KaLUcOLS·V ORRN SUHWW\.

M\ dadV· Ua]RU dRHVQ·W ZRUN bHcaXVH LWV· 
blunt.

8a. Underline the words where an 
apostrophe is used incorrectly in the 
sentences below.

WH·UH ZRUULHd abRXW aOO WKH bLNH·V RQ WKH 
roads.

TLPH IO\·V ZKHQ \RX·UH HQMR\LQJ \RXUVHOI.

TKH cKLOdUHQV· bRRNV aUH LQ a PHVV aQd 
I·P QRW WLd\LQJ WKHP XS!

8b. Underline the words where an 
apostrophe is used incorrectly in the 
sentences below.

´TKaW SKRQH LV KLV·V,µ I \HOOHd.

M\ bab\ bURWKHU cU\·V ZKHQ KH·V KXQJU\ 
bHcaXVH KH ca·QW WaON \HW.

WK\ dLdQ·W \RX KHOS WKH HOdHUO\ SHUVRQ 
SLcN XS WKH WKLQJ·V WKH\·d dURSSHd?
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WKHLU·V

VKRXOdY·H

aSSOH·V

CKULV·

VKa·QW

KLV·V

RXU·V

dHVN·V
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9a. True or false? The apostrophes have 
been used correctly in the sentence 
below.

SK·Hd better not get her hands dirty now, 

or she ZR·QW bH abOH WR baNH WKH caNH·V!

9b. True or false? The apostrophes have 
been used correctly in the sentence 
below.

YR·Xd better not set off late, or \RXO·O miss 

WKH WUaLQLQJ VHVVLRQ·V.

10a. The apostrophes in the words below 
have been used incorrectly. Rewrite the 
words correctly.

10b. The apostrophes in the words below 
have been used incorrectly. Rewrite the 
words correctly.

11a. Circle the apostrophes that have 
been used correctly in the sentences 
below.

The HOYH·V worked hard in the 
VKRHPaNHU·V ZRUNVKRS WR ILQLVK WKH VKRHV.

I KRSH \RX·UH SURXd RI \RX·U aUW. YRX·YH 
done an amazing job!

11b. Circle the apostrophes that have 
been used correctly in the sentences 
below.

TKH\·UH PaUcKLQJ WKURXJK WKH VWUHHWV 
down WKHU·H, as is WKH·LU right!

WRZ, WKaW·V aPa]LQJ! YRX·YH dRQH a 
bULOOLaQW MRb ZLWK TKRPaV·V RXWILW.

12a. Underline the words where an 
apostrophe is used incorrectly in the 
sentences below.

´IV WKLV \RXU·V?µ I aVN·d my sister when I 
found a jumper on the floor.

TKH IO\·V ZLQJV aUH LQMXUHd. IW QR ORQJHU 
IOLHV aV IaVW aV WKH RWKHU IO\·V.

Max and Rubys· baOO ZaV ORVW LQ Adils· 
JaUdHQ ZKHUH WKH\·d MXVW SOaQWHd QHZ 
IORZHU·V.

12b. Underline the words where an 
apostrophe is used incorrectly in the 
sentences below.

I saw a pencil on the floor, so I asked all 
RI P\ IULHQdV, ´IV WKLV \RXUV·?µ

M\ SXSS\ cU\·V IRU PLON IURP LW·V PXP 
ZKHQ LW·V KXQJU\, ZKLcK LV aOO WKH WLPH.

WH·d IRUJRWWHQ WR WKaQN JaQ aQd AQQaV· 
PXP IRU WKH OLIW ZKHQ VKH·d dURSSHd XV 
RII aW WKH VcKRROV· JaWH.
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JR·V aQd BRb·V

Id·

CHU\V·

\RXU·V

TRP·V aQd SX·V

JaPHV·

\RXUV·

WRPaWR·V
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Developing
1a. FaOVH, LW VKRXOd bH ¶WR\V·.
2a. baQaQaV, WKHLUV, dULQNV, LXc\·V 
3a. dRJ·V, I·P
4a. IW·V, baJ·V, aUPbaQd·V

Expected
5a. FaOVH, LW VKRXOd bH ¶SHQcLOV·.
6a. aSSOHV, VKRXOd·YH, WKHLUV, CKULV·V
7a. cRZ·V, LW·d
8a. BLNH·V, IO\·V, childrens·

Greater Depth
9a. FaOVH, LW VKRXOd bH ¶VKH·d·, ¶ZRQ·W· aQd 
¶caNHV·.
10a. CHU\V·V, I·d, JR aQd BRb·V, \RXUV
11a. VKRHPaNHU·V, \RX·UH, \RX·YH
12a. \RXU·V, aVN·d, IO\·V (VHcRQd XVH), 
RXb\·V, Adils·, IORZHU·V

Developing
1b. FaOVH, LW VKRXOd bH ¶JaPHV·.
2b. KHUV, ZaLQ·V, dLdQ·W, PHaOV
3b. dRHVQ·W, LW·V, caW·V
4a. wer'e, cU\·V, ZaQW·V, IO\·V

Expected
5b. FaOVH, LW VKRXOd bH ¶JUaSHV·.
6b. RXUV, KLV, VKaQ·W, dHVNV
7b. VLVWHU·V, dRHVQ·W
8b. KLV·V, cU\·V, ca·QW, WKLQJ·V

Greater Depth
9b. FaOVH, LW VKRXOd bH ¶YRX·d·, ¶\RX·OO· aQd 
¶VHVVLRQV·.
10b. \RXUV, JaPHV·V, TRP aQd SX·V, 
tomatoes
11b. TKH\·UH, WKaW·V, YRX·YH, TKRPaV·V
12b. \RXUV', cU\·V, LW·V, AQQaV·, VcKRROV·
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