
Editing and Handwriting. 
 

Read the passage below. Then go through it again with a coloured pen/pencil and find the 
errors listed at the end. 
 

until he was four years old, james henry trotter had a happy life He lived peacefully 

with his mother and father in a beautiful house beside the sea. There were always 

plenty of other children for him to play with, and there was the sandy beach for him to 

run about on and the ocean to paddle in. It was the perfect life for a small boy Then 

one day Jamess mother and father went to London to do some shopping, and there a 

terrible accident happened. Both of them suddenly got eaten up (in full daylight, mind 

you, and on a crowded street) by an enormous angry rhinoceros which had escaped 

from the london zoo 

Capital Letters 6 
Full stops 3 
Paragraphs 1 
Commas 2 
Apostrophes 1 

 
This next passage needs you to check for spellings. You are looking for 10 incorrect words. 
 

Know this, as u can well imagine, was a rather nasty experience for two such gentle 
parents. But, in the long run, it was far nastier for James than it was for them. There 
trubles were all over in a jiffy. They where dead and gone in 35 seconds flat. Poor 
James, on the other hand, was still very much alive, and all at once he found himself 
alone and fritened in a vast unfriendly world. The lovely house by the see had to be 
sold immediately, and the little boi, carrying nothing but a small suitcase containing a 
pair of pyjamas and a toofbrush, was sent away to live with his too aunts. 

 
Once you have edited the two passages, choose one and write it out in your best 

handwriting. 
 

The answers are on the next page. 
  



ANSWERS 
 
 
Punctuation: ( // means new paragraph) 
U            J          H         T                                        . 
until he was four years old, james henry trotter had a happy life He lived peacefully 
 
 with his mother and father in a beautiful house beside the sea. There were always  
 
plenty of other children for him to play with, and there was the sandy beach for him to  
                   .          , 
run about on and the ocean to paddle in. It was the perfect life for a small boy Then  
        ,            ‘ 
one day Jamess mother and father went to London to do some shopping, and there a  
 
terrible accident happened. Both of them suddenly got eaten up (in full daylight, mind  
 
you, and on a crowded street) by an enormous angry rhinoceros which had escaped  
          L  Z     . 
from the london zoo 
 
 
Spellings: 
Now                you 
Know this, as u can well imagine, was a rather nasty experience for two such gentle  

Their 
parents. But, in the long run, it was far nastier for James than it was for them. There  
troubles                                                      were 
trubles were all over in a jiffy. They where dead and gone in 35 seconds flat. Poor  
 
James, on the other hand, was still very much alive, and all at once he found himself  
  frightened            sea 
alone and fritened in a vast unfriendly world. The lovely house by the see had to be  
          boy 
sold immediately, and the little boi, carrying nothing but a small suitcase containing a  
           toothbrush           two 
pair of pyjamas and a toofbrush, was sent away to live with his too aunts. 

 


