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Despite the many challenges that COVID
has continued to throw at us, school life
has flourished this term at St Katharine’s.
In addition to all the fabulous learning
that has been going on, we enjoyed a
postponed panto (oh no we didn’t – oh
yes we did!), ate hot dogs and hot
chocolate (courtesy of Year 2),
celebrated the launch of our new Houses
– Bumble Bee, Carder Bee, Honey Bee
and Mason Bee - and enjoyed using our
outdoor classroom for drumming with Mrs
Bennett.
You may have noticed our hens - Meryl
Cheep, Egghart and Monique (who is
named after the hen that travelled the
world with a French sailor!). They have
settled in well to life at school and are
now laying eggs and providing the
children, KS1 in particular, with lots of
entertainment.
The PTA have been busy again and our
thanks go to Mrs Dancy and all those
involved who help raise funds.
We continue to think about those families
and staff affected by ill health and send
our thanks to you all for your diligence in
protecting those around you. We are
proud and grateful to all of our
colleagues, that the school has continued
to deliver high quality educational
provision for every child.
Miss Tormey

Hedgehog Class
We had a few mischievous dinosaurs
who liked to make a bit of a mess in
our classroom this half term. Think
Elf on the shelf but on a bigger
scale! The children loved coming in
to see what mayhem they had
caused. The children then did some
amazing writing in our ‘The Write
Stuff’ sessions, most recently
thinking about how the dinosaurs poo
smelt and felt. We were reading ‘The
Dinosaur that Popped a Planet’ by
Tom Fletcher and Dougie Poynter.
The children also enjoyed celebrating Chinese
New Year, learning all about ‘The Great Race’ and the animals in
the zodiac. They created their own dancing tigers as it is the year
of the tiger this year. They had fun trying to use the chopsticks to
pick up noodles as well as other arts and craft activities.

Robin Class
This term Robins have learnt striking and fielding
playing tennis and cricket cooperatively. They learnt to
play musical instruments. They learnt a dance and
drama sequence role playing pirates. Robins worked on
weaving skills and also learnt how to bundle straws to
make 10. They also learnt how to measure rain and
how a rain gauge works, designing one with a partner
and testing it.

Squirrel Class
We have been busy continuing
our learning on polar
regions. We shared a Polar
myth called ‘The Crow’s Tale’
and recreated our own version.
We also learned how to print,
making our own printing blocks
to create rainbow feathers for
our crow.
We enjoyed our poetry unit, imagining we were in
charge of the world and the things we would change and
wrote our own poems. We then used these skills to
create our own poems based on something we would
like to be in charge of.

Rabbit Class
This term has been
another exciting
term in Rabbit
Class. We started
by sharing a
'galette des rois', a
traditional French
pastry eaten in
January to
commemorate the
arrival of the Wise
Men. Ellie and Oliver were the lucky ones: they
found the 'feves' and went home as king and
queen! Aside from this, we have been learning
all about shadows, even using them to make
some silhouette art of ourselves. Mountains has
also been a very exciting topic, which is leaving
me to wonder how many budding mountaineers
we might have in the class! We wish you all a
lovely half term, hoping everyone will have
finally shaken off all the dreadful bugs!

Owl Class
This term, Owls have been learning about
rivers! We have taken our knowledge
outside and made a playground river,
complete with a sloping source,
meandering river and mouth! We wrote
instructions on how to make this
playground river in our English lessons.
After that, we made our own inspired river
dioramas. We had to plan which materials
to use and we had to make sure we had all
of the main features of a river included. In
science, we are learning about changes of
state for a solid, liquid and gas. We are
tying in the water
cycle into this
learning and our
learning on rivers.
We’ve had a
fantastic term!

Otter Class
It’s been another busy term in Otter Class! Our topic was a
history one looking at crime and punishment through the
ages and we had an inspirational visit from Francis at the
Reform Restore Respect charity to talk about his
experiences. We also took part in an on-line workshop with
Axel Sheffler (illustrator of The
Gruffalo, Stick Man and many
other books) and made, wrote and illustrated our own
miniature books. In DT we made marble runs
and, using knowledge about friction gained
from our science learning, we made the
marble go as slowly as we possibly could. In
PE, we were lucky to have a professional
tennis coach to teach us this term and we also
developed our stamina doing circuit training.

Badger Class
House News
This term the Year 6s have enjoyed their time
in forest school. They managed to build the
most epic shelter ever constructed using an
enormous tarp and many knots. It even
contained a table and chairs so that everyone
could have their hot chocolate and snack in
comfort. Hammocks have been popular and lots
of different designs of swing have been tested –
many to destruction!! A piece of moss was
named Gerwin and a mighty citadel was built
for his benefit over many sessions. Mosstropolis
had many features, but was soon improved upon
and extended into Mosstopia, with working lifts,
bridges, gyms, parks and living
quarters. Luckily Gerwin was joined by Felicia
another moss creature so that he could share
his almighty kingdom with a companion.

Congratulations to our new Year 6 House
and Sports captains:
Bumble Bees House Captain - Joe
Sports Captain - Henry C
Carder Bees House Captain - Oscar
Sports Captain – Isaac
Honey Bees House Captain - Remy
Sports Captain – Ayden
Mason Bees House Captain - Chloe
Sports Captain - Henry M

Honey Bees gained the most House Points
in the first two weeks and were rewarded
We have also been working on our mindfulness. by being able to wear their own clothes to
Whilst it may seem odd to just take time out of school on the last day of term!
our day to do absolutely nothing at all, but
notice what is around us, it can be a useful way The House and Sports captains will be
planning events and competitions for the
to untangle your feelings, reduce stress and
refocus. When we began, we struggled to even whole school (COVID permitting) and we
will report on these in forthcoming
keep quiet for a minute; at our last session,
newsletters.
both groups managed more than 6
minutes! There have been many Forest School
Superheroes, who get the honour of putting the
fire out at the end of the session. It is good to
see people really embracing the opportunities
that time in the woods can provide.
Activities
on offer
this term
have
included
paracord
bracelets,
bows and
arrows,
new story
Apologies to Oscar, who was not in school
teller
chair, hot when the photograph was taken.
chocolate,
toast over
the fire and
we are
looking
forward to
smores and popcorn during our final session.

Football Action
The team have played four matches, all on
Sports News
the artificial surface and under floodlights
Netball Success!
at Knole Academy. On 16 November they
Our team of Jemima,
played against St John's and lost 2-1, then
Amelie, Remy, Lara,
played Churchill and won 4-2, with nerves
Chloe, Leo and Albie had playing a part in the first match. On 18
three matches to play on January they met a very strong team from
a cold evening at Knole Dunton Green who beat them 6-2, but they
Academy. The team had then played Kemsing and recovered their
practised well and were grit to win 4-3. Three of our regular
very motivated. They won the first game,
players were absent for these matches, but
against St Lawrence 10-0 – with Jemima scoring we hope to have a full squad for the next
8! They also won their second game (7-1),
matches in March.
against Chevening, with great defensive work
from Leo and Remy. The final game was under Our thanks to Mr Nation for his coaching
floodlights against
and organisation.
Kemsing and they kept
their winning streak
We would like to thank the parents and
going, winning 6-4.
carers of the netballers and footballers for
ferrying them to and from matches and for
Hot off the press!
their support on the side lines.
Continuing their
success, the team won 7-6 against St Lawrence
this week. Congratulations to all and thanks to
Mrs Charman for coaching and accompanying
them.

PTA News
A gentle start to the year as we all get back into
the swing of things! Y2 parents stepped up to
fundraise in January with a very well attended
hot dog and hot chocolate sale raising £190 for
the coffers - and because they’re all about the
food they snuck in a pizza kit sale too which
added an extra £170! Fab! Y3 take on February
with the wall of love and will also be running
‘pancakes at playtime’ on Shrove Tuesday.
Some of the teachers
We hope that you all have big plans for
and TAs will be
Twosday. We’re excited to hear about the cake
holding a cake sale
sales, sponsored silences and fairground games
after school on
ideas you’ve had to make money!
Twosday to see if they
can raise £22.22.
Next term we have plans for Mothers Day gifts,
Remember to bring
a house small change challenge, whatever
your change!
exciting activity y4 decide on and maybe, if we
wish hard enough, a visit from the Easter
bunny! Thanks to all those who have supported
us. If you fancy helping out at any of the PTA
events please do get in touch!
Louise Dancy stkpta@gmail.com

Dates for your diary …
Date
Friday 11th February
Monday 20th February
Tuesday 22nd February
Saturday 26th February

Event
Last day of term 3
INSET
First day of term 4 - Twos-day!
PTA Quiz Night

Tuesday 1st March
Thursday 3rd March
Thursday 17th March
Wednesday 30th March

Shrove Tuesday – PTA pancakes!
World Book Day (announcements to follow)
M & M Productions – The Secret Garden
Skipping workshops

Friday 1st April
Thursday 21st April
Monday 25th April
Wednesday 27th April

Last day of term 4
Drama4all Workshop for KS1 - Superheroes
Young Voices choir at the O2
Class Photographs

25th or 26th May

Dance Club Love 2 Dance, The Stag Theatre
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